
EN101 Journal Writing 
 

• Put your name on the first page of your composition book. 
• Reserve the first three pages of your composition book for your personal vocabulary log. 
 
Each week: 
1. Read something interesting to you that is a page or more long. It could be a book, a magazine 

article, an academic journal, a lengthy news article, etc. Please only read things that are 
appropriate for a Christian to read (no romance novels, Hollywood news articles, etc.). We are 
very much in favor of reading the Bible, but not for this assignment. For this assignment, you 
must read modern-day English rather than 1611 English. Also, you may not use the reading 
assigned in a different class for this assignment. 

 
Pay attention to the author’s style of writing. What are his paragraphs like? How does he 
organize and develop his thoughts? What kind of sentences does the author use?  Is the author’s 
writing effective?  If so what makes it so? If not, why not? I would be delighted if you would 
share your thoughts about these things with me. 

 
2. Write a journal entry in your composition book about the text you read. 

 
a. Each entry should be on a new page. In the upper left include these things specifically: 

 

• The due date for the journal entry 
• Information about the text you read (that is, author, book name, etc.). Please present this 

information in MLA style.  
(Help for MLA formatting:  http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/workscited/ and 
http://www.easybib.com/) 
 

b. Write 1¼  or more pages about what you have read.  (Note: If you bought a composition 
book that is wide-ruled, you will need to write 2 or more pages) 
 
1) It should not be double-spaced. 
2) This writing will not be graded for grammar, spelling, or punctuation.  Allow your 

thoughts to flow freely without being hindered by concern for correctness. 
3) Use this journal writing to experiment with phrasing what you want to say, to play with 

words and sentences. What are the different ways of saying the same thing? What 
impact does the different phrasing make? Does it “sound” better to say something one 
way instead of another? 

4) Do not retell what you have read; instead, think about and react to what you’ve read. For 
writing ideas, you may want to answer one or more of these questions: 
- What is the most interesting point in the text? Why? 
- What do you disagree with the author about?  Why? 
- What do you agree with the author about? Why? 
- What kind of “linkage” does the text have?  That is, does it relate to an idea or 

theory you’ve been developing, or does it remind you of something else? What does 
it link to in your mind? 



- What is confusing or muddy about the text?  What do you think it means?  Why? 
- What do you find useful in the reading?  How would you use it? 

 

3. Find at least three vocabulary words in your chosen text that are not a part of your working 
vocabulary.  If you know all the words, select words that fellow students would likely not know.  
If you cannot identify three words like this, the text you’ve chosen is too elementary for this 
assignment; choose something else. 
 
Date and record these vocabulary words AND their definitions on the first pages of your 
composition book.  Keep adding to this page every week when you do a reading journal entry. 
 

4. Bring your composition book to class every Friday. A few times during the semester, it will be 
collected and given a grade based upon completeness. 

 
 
 

Sample Vocabulary Entry for Journal 
 

 



Sample Journal Entry 

 
 



 


